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Appearance Similarity and Essence Difference: a Comparative Curriculum
Study of Top Chinese & American Research Universities
—Case Analysis of Computer Science &. Technology of Two Universities
Wen Wen, Zhou Lu, Rui Zhenhua , Chen Long fei

Abstract: This paper compares curriculum of computer science undergraduate program at two top re-
search universities in China and the US. It finds that the curriculum are “similar in appearance” in its
structures such as course type and course workload, but “different in essence” in potential resources
and micro methods of knowledge organization. This paper then analyzes how these differences are
rooted in the particularity of China and the United States in its rationality of higher education develop-
ment, resource allocation, teaching management, entrance exam system and so on.
Key words: undergraduate education; curriculum; international comparison; innovative talents
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